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through God, the Sultan could not make his authority
felt beyond the wall of whichever of the imperial cities
—Fez, Meknes or Marrakesh—he honoured with his
presence
But Mulai Hassan was of the stuff from which great
rulers are made and he lived up to the best traditions of
the Sultanate Belonging to the Alaouite dynasty—
the founder of the family was a great-grandson of the
Prophet, who settled in the Tafilalet—he maintained
himself by personally conducting harkas—expeditions,
literally burnings—to every part of his far-flung domin-
ions The Sus, the Riff, the Atlas, all had seen his
great mehallas and felt the weight of his wrath He
maintained peace with the sword, in the only way the
Moors understood; and, as far as foreign relations were
concerned, endeavoured to play off the Great Powers
one against the other so as to maintain the integrity of
the Shereefian Empire
In 1893, perhaps feeling that he had not long to live,
he insisted on conducting an expedition to the tomb of
his ancestor in the Tafilalet over the Glaoui Pass of the
High Atlas, an enterprise which must indeed have been
a formidable one before the road was driven over the
Tishka. The Tafilalet was reached in safety, but during
the return journey, which was only made possible by the
friendly attitude of the Kaid of Telouet, the hardships
endured by the army were terrible, and as Mr Harris,
an eye-witness, relates, the Sultan when he made his
ceremonial entry into Marrakesh, the southern capital,
looked the very picture of suffering
Bad news awaited him Ten years before, the
Spaniards had occupied the Rio de Oro, a tract of
desert country to the south-west of his dominions, now,
in reply to a Riff attack upon one of their forts outside

